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Tell me the story of your life, but leave all the other
people out. You can’t. And even if you tried, it wouldn’t
be a very good story; it would just be a monologue.
When we talk about callings, the ways that they come
out are in the form of stories: stories about
parenthood, friendship, loss, success, and failure to
name a few. All of these stories we live are intertwined
with the callings of others and all of our stories are
carried by (or find their meaning in) the story of God.
What would happen if we lived that way?

SCRIPTURE TEXT : ACTS 10

Read the scripture text together as a group.

BACKGROUND INFO

Acts 10 narrates a big change in Peter’s life and in the life of the church as a whole. There were many Jewish
traditions that Peter and others had always upheld, determining what and who were considered religiously
acceptable or unacceptable, or unclean. But through Christ, and the Holy Spirit, things were about to
change. Peter is given the opportunity to change the narrative and share the good news of Christ with all
people, not just those considered religiously acceptable. As Peter’s story changed, the lives of those around
him also changed, and their stories intersected in new ways that they couldn’t have anticipated.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

e How do you think this experience was for Peter?

e When was a time you had the sense that you were connected to something bigger that God was doing
in the world?

e When have you experienced your story weaving with another’s?

e How can we take steps towards living into a way that our story connects with those around us?

e God often uses others in our lives to help us see our calling. Have you experienced this before? What
was that like for you?

APPLICATION: This week, take a moment in your day to recognize how your story weaved with those
around you. Where did you see God at work in the way your stories connected?
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Callings All Around Us
Acts 10

Jason Kramme

(Video) Raise your hand if you can remember your first
day at Prince of Peace? (show of hands).

| remember my first day at Prince of Peace. | had just
completed my ninth interview of the process with Jeff
the week before, | guess he wanted to be really really
sure. It was Monday, June 14th 2014 and it was the first
day of Vacation Bible School. Somehow we thought that
it would be a good idea for me to jump into the most
all-consuming thing my team does in a year and have me
pretend to be their manager. The planning was already
done, the decorations were already up, the processes
were already in place, and | remember as | was standing
at the entrance of the Worship Center over there
thinking to myself: not a single person in this place knows
who the heck I am.... It was great. Zero responsibility. For
four days in a row, pretty much all | did was watch and
ask questions.

(Video) Okay, next question. How many of you have had
a day or a moment where you felt connected to Prince of
Peace? (show of hands)

That day for me was just about three years ago. It was
June and | was supposed to preach at outdoor worship.
At the time, however, my wife happened to be something
like 36 weeks pregnant. It was getting right up to the
weekend when Julie started feeling funny. Not quite
labor, but not quite not labor? If that makes sense. But
anyway, we ended up across the street at Fairview Ridges
Hospital checking to see if our baby was okay. I’'m usually
pretty calm when circumstances are difficult, but that
time maybe not so much. | called into the office and let
folks know what was happening and that we were at the
hospital. Not an hour later, a nurse came into our room
and said, “There’s a Pastor Paul here to see you.” Paul
came into the room, as only Paul can. At that point it
wasn’t a thing he said as much as it was a way he was:
joyful, full of love, and the gospel. Me being the task
oriented person that | am, | immediately apologized and
began a rambling explanation about why | may not be
able to preach that weekend. He quickly stopped me and
said: Don’t worry about it. We’ve got it. We've got you.

That was when | knew | was connected to this place and
I've been connected ever since. This is Forest by the way.

(Picture of Forest Kramme)

Whether you heard it from the videos, or in my story, or
as you thought about your own experience, what we’ve
been talking about for the last few minutes is calling. We
were theologizing about how God is engaging us in what
God is doing in the world. Did you notice how we did it?
We told stories. If you think about it, we live our lives in
stories. Each of us is, in a lot of ways, the stories we tell
ourselves and then live into. And more to the point of
what | want to get to today is that we are, this church,
the story we tell ourselves and live into.

As | prepared for this message and as I've eavesdropped
into the conversations about mission, building, and
other things over the last five years, I've heard stories
everywhere. There all around me. I'm surrounded by
calling in this place. Stories about being called to pick
up the chairs at the last service in the first church site

at Nicollet and Burnsville Parkway and carry them up to
this site. Stories about platoons of parents being called
together to pull off five shifts of Sunday school each
week. Stories about hundreds of adults being called to
serve as confirmation mentors and host homes. Stories
about our church mice being called to basically tear
down and put back up every wall in the CLC at one time
or another. Stories about being called into gigantic choir,
orchestral, and dramatic productions for Christmas and
Holy Week. Stories about being called to fill tour bus
after tour bus to trek across the country for First Light.

What I've gathered from all of that, is that it is when our
individual stories of calling become communal stories of
calling that we lived into that we feel connected here.
It’s when we feel connected that we feel that God is up
to something in us. It’s when we feel like God is up to
something that we feel like we NEED to get connected.
And around and around it goes.

There are researchers all over the country who are trying
to figure out what makes a church alive. There a few

of them in this congregation today. To them, and to all
people wondering about this, | would submit that a key
indicator that points to the aliveness of a church is a
church that is willing to listen when God says, “l have a
new story for you to live,” “I have a new thing that | am
up to that | want you to get connected to.” In this season
of life, | think that is what God is saying to us, but | don’t
always know that we are listening.

It wouldn’t be the first time that a church has struggled
with a new call. If you read the book of Acts and Paul’s
letters, it seems like every single chapter is a situation
where God is asking the church to solve a new problem
as God sends them out to make disciples. Let’s look at
one important one today: Acts 10.
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While | would love to read this whole passage, we don’t
have time. So, I'll give you the two minute summary: The
original followers of Jesus were Jewish. Jewish people
had strict dietary laws that had been passed down
through the generations that told them what was OK to
eat and then who it was OK to eat with. Well, Peter is

a good Jew and knows all of this stuff, so a big sticking
point for the effectiveness of his ministry was that he
couldn’t go and eat just anything with just anyone. So
what does God do? Gives Peter a vision: a vision where a
cloth comes down from the sky holding all the things he
isn’t supposed to eat. Then God tells him, eat up! Peter’s
like Whaaaa, and God was like, no do it. Right after that,
a Roman, a gentile, named Cornelius invites Peter over
to his house. Lo and behold, it is Cornelius and a whole
bunch of his friends—sitting down to dinner! Peter is
like What?! Cornelius then says to him, Peter, we've
heard about Jesus, we want to know more. Can you tell
us more? Right then and right there God gives Peter a
new story for the early church to live into. A story that
includes dinner with Gentiles. Did Peter plan it? No. Did
Peter sort of freak out when it came. Yes. Did it change
the world: absolutely. We’ll celebrate that reality in
communion today.

I've been here for about five years now and all the while
| have been here, | have heard the story about how God
has used this place for a story that | like to call: Ready or
not, here we come. It is the story of explosive growth. It
is the story of not enough room. It is the story of Sunday
school, confirmation, first light. If you’re a builder it is
the story of your grandchildren, if you’re a boomer it

is the story of your children, if you’re a millennial it is
the story of you. It is the story of youth. It is a story that
drew in the callings of thousands of people here now
and that have passed into connection with this place and
what God is up to south of the river. It is a story that in

a lot of ways is being handed on to another generation
of parents, but it is also a story that | think that God is
asking us to hold with still a new story. A story that | like
to call: Ready now.

What is this story and why should you be connected?
Maybe my story of how | got connected to Prince of
Peace wasn’t altogether honest. What really stood out to
me when | saw that this job was posted was that Prince
of Peace was the only large church that | had seen in my
ten years of ministry that had a plan for the future that
had anything to do with the future. Prince of Peace was
the only place that was taking seriously that maybe the
world that made them wasn’t the world they were living
in and that rather than that being bad news or something
to mourn, it was an opportunity to step into something
new that God was doing in the world and that God was
asking them to join in.

Moreover, it wasn’t just words on a page, it was actions
in reality. The other stories that I've been hearing

about how people get connected to this place in the
recent past have been the people that have dug into
the Mission Outpost’s work to guide people through
the things that often trap them in poverty. It has been
people who talk about the ongoing need of our Mega
Sale’s ability to provide quality goods and dignity to our
neighbors in need. It has been the people who have
worked with children to help them become proficient

in math and reading so that they can have a future. It
has been people who have climbed down into the valley
of grief and of loss to journey with people who can’t
yet climb out themselves. It’s been the leaders that
have learned just how much impact they can have on

a small group which has enabled them to let go of the
ghost of the large group. It’s the people that haven’t
waited for people to be sober, body conforming, gender
conforming, or religiously conforming to show them the
love of Jesus.

The beauty of all of it is that we are ready now for this
calling because it’s all around us in Burnsville. We are
ready now for this calling that God has given our church.
God has placed all the resources we could ever imagine
at our finger tips: we have the space, the systems, the
experience, the expertise, the people, and the finances
to throw haymakers at the problems our community
faces. In a culture that is obsessed with youth, let us be a
church that is obsessed with mission.

Sometimes when | read about the early church it seems
crazy how often leaders have to react to what God is
doing in their midst. When | read it | get this sense that
| wish that | could be in @ moment in time when God is
sending that many fresh stories into the world. But then
| realize that | do live in that time and God is sending
fresh new calls into our life together. Prince of Peace, we
have been called to partner with God to bring hope and
wholeness to the children, teens, seniors, and people in
spiritual and material poverty south of the river. We are
surrounded by calling. |, for one, am ready now to get
connected. How about you?

We say this every week at the end of every service. We
have Connection Cards. Take one, look at the list that will
scroll on the screens, and take a step into this story by
coming forward and asking for more information in one
of these areas. Are you new and don’t know where to
start? Write that down. Have you been frustrated by our
systems in the past when you’ve tried to volunteer? Give
us another shot. Are you someone who God is using to
speak a new vision into this place? Use this card to vision
cast. Are you ready now? Please come forward.
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God speaks to us in many different ways. Today we’re talking about how there are callings all around us...lots of

different ways to plug in and answer God’s call in our lives.

CALLINGS ALL AROUND US

conncectcd
t called

HOW WILL YOU ANSWER THE CALL?

We are all called....and can use our senses and the gifts we’ve been given to
answer the call from God to reach out and serve others. Around the picture,
write how God can use you...your eyes, ears, smile, hands and feet to answer
God’s call...and then color the picture!
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FOR THE RIDE HOME

PRESCHOOL

There are callings all around us:
many different ways to plug in and
serve God in God’s world. Talk with
your preschooler about how they
can use what they have—their
eyes, ears, mouth, hands, feet—to
answer God’s call. God can use us
to see the needs of others, to be
good listeners, to give advice, to
build shelters, to cheer, love and
support. The options are endless!
We just need to be open to acting
on the callings in our life! Pray the
prayer below together...

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

There are callings all around us!
We just need to be open to hearing
them and acting on them! Talk
with your family about how God
might use your eyes today? Your
ears? Your smile? How about your
hands? Your feet? Maybe someone
needs a hug? Or someone to listen
to them? Maybe you can hold the
door or brighten someone’s day
with God’s love through a smile.
The options are endless! Look for
ways that God can use you today!

PRAY TOGETHER...

Gracious God, help us to see where
we can spread your love today.
Work in us and through us, using
what we have to serve others. Give
us the courage to answer your call
to serve your world. Amen.
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