Surprise Morning Picnic
By Julie Filby

Retell the story of creation from the book of Genesis during a
surprise Saturday morning family picnic.

For
Young Family

Season
Summer

Needed
Transportable breakfast foods (such as cinnamon rolls,
bagels, breakfast burritos, fruit salad and orange juice), picnic
basket, blanket, trash bag, napkins, Bible (or use the attached
text), optional: park toys (balls, Frisbees, kite, etc.)

Prepare in Advance
•
•
•
•

Make and pack breakfast the night before (after the kids are in bed).
Check weather forecast to make sure the weather is appropriate for an outdoor picnic.
Consider picnic location, such as a nearby park or your own backyard.
Review and reflect on the story of creation in Genesis chapters 1 and 2.

Activity Plan
1. When the children wake up (this activity is likely best done on a Saturday morning for most
families so no one has work or school), surprise them by letting them know you are going out for
a picnic breakfast. They can even wear their jammies if appropriate, otherwise, just toss on a
jacket or shorts.
2. Once arriving at the designated location, spread out the blanket and set up the feast.
3. Designate someone to read the story of creation from Genesis 1:1-31 and Genesis 2:1-3 aloud,
either a parent or if there is a child (children) comfortable reading from the Bible, give them the
honors.
4. Enjoy breakfast as the story as being told and talk about the story of creation:
• What day did God create the sun?
• Look around and ask: Why did God create ____________ (flowers, trees, grass, water, bugs,
birds, etc.)?
• What did God create us?
5. After breakfast, demonstrate gratitude to God for creating “us” by playing on the playground or in
the sandbox, catching bugs or butterflies, playing ball or Frisbee, or flying a kite if conditions
allow.
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6. Before heading back home or inside, close with the following prayer.
O God, Creator of all things, we thank you for this beautiful way to start our day. May every
day serve as a reminder of our gratitude for all of your creation. Amen.

The Story of Creation
Genesis 1:1-31
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters." And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the
waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day.
And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which
is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
third day.
And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And
let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth." And it was so. And God made the two great lights--the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of
the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day.
And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the expanse of the heavens." So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature
that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening and there was morning,
the fifth day.
And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds--livestock and creeping
things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so. And God made the beasts of the
earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the
ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
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Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them.
And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that
moves on the earth." And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast
of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. And God saw everything
that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.

Genesis 2:1-3
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God
finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.
So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had
done in creation.
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