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Called to Be Followers of Jesus 
January 12 & 13, 2019 
It’s one thing to be called. It’s another thing to be 
called to something. We all share a common call to be 
disciples, to be followers of Jesus. Discipleship is our 
most foundational and fundamental identity. We are 
called together to be a community of disciples. The call 
to discipleship is one calling with varied expressions 
that get lived out in unique ways in each of our lives.  

SMALL GROUP 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

BACKGROUND INFO 

Respectable rabbis waited for students to choose them. Only the most radical of sages were reputed to 
choose their own disciples. Matthew is flagging the reader that Jesus is no ordinary rabbi. Jesus promises 
that along the way, he would show them how to fish for people. In scripture, God sometimes used people’s 
occupations to shape their calling. For instance, God called Moses from being a shepherd of sheep to being a 
shepherd of God’s people out of Egypt and into the promised land. Jesus is following God’s pattern, calling 
fishermen to fish for people. That, of course, raises the question as to what it means to “fish for people”. If 
these disciples were faithful to their calling, then Acts reveals that it means to proclaim the Good News of 
the Kingdom as seen through the lens of the death and resurrection of Jesus. It’s an invitation into a 
movement, a worldview, a way of being and relating in the world. 

SCRIPTURE TEXT : MATTHEW 4:18-22  
Read the scripture text together as a group. 

 What does it mean to “follow Jesus” today?  

 The disciples “immediately” dropped what they were doing to follow Jesus. Why? How do you think 
they could trust him so quickly?  

 What does it mean to “fish for people” today? 

 How were you called to be a disciple, a follower of Jesus? 

 What’s been your experience of “fishing for people”? 
 

APPLICATION: This week, how can you lean into your unique calling and  “fish for people”?  

Additional Resource: The Stories We Live by Kathleen Cahalan* 
*This sermon series is based on concepts from Cahalan’s book. This week’s sermon and study guide following along with Ch. 2.  
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CALLED TO FOLLOW
Jesus told Peter and Andrew to, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how 
to fish for people!” And they left their nets at once and followed him. We are 
called by Jesus, too, to live lives full of love for God and for others. Find your 
way through the maze and keep learning how to live as a follower of Jesus!

January 12/13, 2019

CALLED
Called to be Followers of Jesus 
Matthew 4:18-22

Today we’ll be reminded that we are all called. Called to discipleship. Called to follow Jesus.

FOR THE RIDE HOME
PRESCHOOL
Throughout this series we’ll 
explore what it means to be 
“Called.” Today, we’re talking about 
following Jesus. Play a couple 
rounds of Follow the Leader, 
allowing each person in your family 
to be the leader at least once. 
When you’re done, talk about what 
it means to follow Jesus. Talk about 
reading the Bible, worshiping and 
being in community as ways we 
can grow as disciples of Jesus. Talk 
about how we try to live our lives 
the way Jesus did: loving God and 
loving others. Read pgs. 258-263 in 
the Spark Story Bible before bed to 
review today’s Bible story.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Today we’re talking about how we 
are all “Called” to follow Jesus. 
What does that look like? Think 
about how Jesus lived: he loved 
God and he loved others. How 
does that look in your life? At 
home? At school? At sports? At 
birthday parties? Talk with your 
family about how you might grow 
as a follower of Jesus. 
____________________________
PRAY TOGETHER...
Dear Lord, thank you for calling 
us to follow you. Thank you for 
showing us how to live. Help us to 
follow your example and to keep 
growing as your disciples. Help 
us to love others the way you did 
so that they would come to know 
your love as well. Amen.

P R I N C E  O F  P E A C E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H   |   C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y   |   P O P M N . O R G / C H I L D R E N

JESUS
CALLED TO LOVE
Jesus loves us with an unending love. Color the “Jesus” below...and remember 
that being a follower of Jesus is a call to be loved...and to love.


